Treatment of mixed Oesophagostomum and hookworm infection: effect of albendazole, pyrantel pamoate, levamisole and thiabendazole.
Oesophagostomum bifurcum has recently been recognized as a common parasite of man in northern Togo and in Ghana. In a preliminary trial several anthelmintics were evaluated in the treatment of mixed Oesophagostomum and hookworm infections. Diagnosis was based on faecal culture, since the eggs of Oesophagostomum and hookworm cannot be distinguished morphologically. Of the anthelmintics tested, albendazole was most effective against both parasites. Pyrantel pamoate, 2 x 10 mg/kg, was effective against Oesophagostomum but not against hookworm. The cure rates for both parasites were moderate with thiabendazole and poor with levamisole.